
 
 

2026 Municipal Election 

Candidate Nomination Package 

 

Index 
 

1) Information for Candidates Package 
 

2) 2026 Candidate’s Guide (MMAH) 
 

3) Callander’s Use of Corporate Resources for Election Purposes Policy 
 

4) Excerpt from Callander’s Sign By-law – Section: Election Signs 
 

5) Maximum Campaign Expenses – Form EL37 
 

6) Freedom of Information Release 
 

7) Candidate’s Declaration – Proper Use of Voters’ List – Form EL14 
 

8) Withdrawal of Nomination – Form EL19 
 

9) Appointment of Scrutineer by Candidate – Form EL12(A) 
 

10) Notice to Candidate of Filing Requirements - Form EL42 
 

11) Form 4 – Financial Statement 
 

12) Notice of Penalties 
 

13) Clerk’s Procedures 
 

14) Copy of filed Nomination Form 1 

 

15) Copy of Declaration of Qualifications - Form EL18(A) 



Information for Candidates Package 

Contents 

INTRODUCTION ............................................................................................................. 2 

IMPORTANT DATES ....................................................................................................... 3 

ELECTED OFFICES ....................................................................................................... 5 

QUALIFICATION OF CANDIDATES ............................................................................... 6 

NOMINATION PROCEDURE .......................................................................................... 6 

CAMPAIGN INFORMATION ............................................................................................ 8 

FILING FINANCIAL STATEMENTS ................................................................................. 8 

CANDIDATES' AGENTS (SCRUTINEERS) .................................................................... 9 

ELECTIONS RESOURCES .......................................................................................... 10 

CANVASSING FOR VOTES ......................................................................................... 11 

GENERAL VOTER INFORMATION .............................................................................. 12 

 

  



2 

INTRODUCTION 

This guide has been prepared for the purpose of supplying information to persons 

intending to stand for elected office.  This guide and any associated information is 

available electronically on the Municipal website at www.mycallander.ca. 

This guide is only intended to provide candidates with information on running for 

office.  Candidates are responsible for ensuring that they are familiar with the 

requirements of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996 and should consult the Act for 

complete information and legislative requirements.  A copy of the Municipal Elections 

Act, 1996, as amended is available for candidates from the Municipal Office and online 

at www.e-laws.gov.on.ca. 

Candidates must comply with all requirements relating to election campaign financing.  

The Ministry of Municipal Affairs produces a guide for candidates that outline the 

financial reporting requirements under the Act.  The guide is available online from the 

Ministry website as well as on the Municipal Website. 

This guide will be updated periodically.  Please notify the Clerks’ Department of any 

changes to your mailing and/or email address. 

It is the responsibility of prospective candidates to ensure through their own 

determination that they have complied with the election financing regulations and that 

they are in fact qualified and not disqualified by law.  In all cases of filing times (i.e. 2:00 

p.m.), the time displayed by the Clerks Department electronic clock shall prevail. 

For information related to the 2026 Municipal Election please contact: 

Cindy Pigeau 
Municipal Clerk/Treasurer 
Phone: (705) 752-1410 ext. 222 
Email: clerk@callander.ca 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

The following dates are legislative dates as set out in the Municipal Elections Act, 1996, 

as amended. 

Friday, May 1, 2026 

• First day for candidates to file a nomination paper for the office of mayor, 

councillor or school board trustee 

• First day for an individual or entity to file a notice of registration as a third-

party advertiser 

• Campaign period begins once a nomination paper or notice of registration is 

filed 

• Preliminary expense limits and other legislative documentation provided to 

candidates and third-party advertisers on the day they file 

Friday, August 21, 2026 

• Nominations Day – last day to file nomination papers 

• 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. – nominations or withdrawals cannot be accepted 

beyond 2:00 p.m. 

Monday, August 24, 2026 

• Certification of nomination papers to be completed by 4:00 p.m. 

• Declaration of acclamation provided after 4:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, September 1, 2026 

• Voters List available to certified candidates 

Monday, September 26, 2026 

• Final expense limits provided to candidates and third-party advertisers 

Friday, October 23, 2026 

• Last day for an individual or entity to file a notice of registration as a third-

party advertiser 

 

September 24-29, 2026 Vote by Mail packages will be sent out  

 

Monday, October 26, 2026 

• Voting Day, 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
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Sunday, November 15, 2026 

• Term of Office Commences 

Thursday, December 31, 2026 

• Campaign period ends and last day to file for extension of campaign period 

Monday, March 1, 2027 

• Last day for Clerk to provide notice of financial reporting requirements and 

penalties to candidates and registered third parties 

Thursday, March 25, 2027 

• Last day for candidate or registered third party to apply to Superior Court of 

Justice to extend the time to file the financial statement 

Tuesday, March 30, 2027 

By 2:00 p.m.  

• Last day to file financial statement for reporting period ending December 31, 

2026 

• Last day for candidate or registered third party to notify Clerk of filing 

extension received from the Superior Court of Justice 

After 2:00 p.m. 

• 90-day compliance audit period begins 

• Start of 30-day period in which a candidate or registered third party may file 

the primary financial statement and pay $500 late filing fee 

Thursday, April 29, 2027 

• Last day (by 2:00 p.m.) for candidate or registered third party to file a primary 

financial statement and pay a $500 late filing fee 

• Penalties take effect after 2:01 p.m. 

Monday, June 28, 2027 

• Last day of 90-day period after initial filing date for an elector to apply for a 

compliance audit of a candidate or registered third-party advertiser’s initial 

financial statement  

Wednesday, June 30, 2027 

• End of extended campaign period 

Wednesday, August 25, 2027 
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• Last day for Clerk to provide notice of extended filing requirements and 

penalties to candidates or registered third parties 

Thursday, September 23, 2027 

• Last day for candidate or registered third party to apply to Superior Court of 

Justice to extend the time to file the financial statement 

Friday, September 24, 2027 

By 2:00 p.m. 

• Last day to file supplementary financial statements and auditors reports – 

only applies to those who filed a Form 6 to extend the campaign period 

• Last day for candidate or registered third party to notify Clerk of filing 

extension received from the Superior Court of Justice 

After 2:00 p.m. 

• 90-day compliance audit period begins 

• Start of 90-day period in which a candidate or registered third party may file 

the supplementary financial statement and pay a $500 late filing fee 

Monday, October 25, 2027 

• Last day (by 2:00 p.m.) for candidate or registered third party to file a 

supplementary financial statement and $500 late filing fee 

• Penalties take effect after 2:01 p.m. 

Thursday, December 23, 2027 

• Last day to request a compliance audit on a supplementary financial 

statement 

ELECTED OFFICES 

On Monday, October 26, 2026, voters in the Municipality of Callander will elect 

members for the following offices: 

Mayor  

One is elected by all electors of the municipality 

Councillors  

4 to be elected at large by all electors in the municipality 

District School Board (English) 

1 to be elected by public school electors of the municipality 
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District Separate School Board 

2 to be elected by separate school electors of the municipality 

French Language District School Board 

1 to be elected by French language electors of the municipality 

French Language District Separate School Board  

1 to be elected by French language separate school electors of the municipality 

QUALIFICATION OF CANDIDATES 

Member of Council  

Qualifications for members of Council are set out in Section 256 of the Municipal Act, 

2001. 

In order to run for office a person must be: 

• A Canadian citizen; 

• At least 18 years old; 

• A resident of Callander or the owner or tenant of land here, or the spouse of 

such owner or tenant; and 

• Not disqualified by any legislation from holding office.  

Ineligibility 

The following persons are ineligible to be elected as members of Council: 

• An employee of the Municipality except during an authorized leave of 

absence (the leave of absence must begin upon the filing of the nomination 

form). 

• A person who is not an employee of the Municipality but who is the Clerk, 

Treasurer, Integrity Commissioner, Auditor General, Ombudsman or registrar, 

or who holds an administrative position of the Municipality. 

• A judge of any court. 

• A member of the Assembly as provided in the Legislative Assembly Act or of 

the Senate or House of Commons. 

NOMINATION PROCEDURE 

Filing Nomination Papers 

Every person who proposes to be a candidate must file nomination papers prior to 

receiving any campaign contributions and prior to expending any funds on a campaign. 

A candidate may file his or her nomination papers as of May 1, 2026.  Nomination 

papers will be available from the Municipal Office and on the municipal website.  
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Please note that nomination papers must be submitted in person at the municipal office 

located at 280 Main Street North in Callander. Candidates are required to complete a 

Nomination Form, which includes a declaration of qualification, taken before a 

Commissioner of Oaths.  Commissioner of Oaths at the municipal office can administer 

this declaration for you.  Photo identification containing the candidate’s signature is also 

required. 

The final day for filing for the 2026 municipal election is Nomination Day, Friday, August 

21, 2026, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

The nomination papers must be accompanied by the prescribed filing fee.  The 

prescribed fee is $200 for the Head of Council/Mayor and $100 for all other offices and 

can be paid by cash, certified cheque or bank draft payable to the Municipality of 

Callander, and by debit. 

If an agent is filing the nomination on behalf of a candidate, the candidates’ Nomination 

Form must be commissioned before the agent files the Nomination Form with the 

Municipality and the agent must provide a copy of the candidates’ identification as well 

as providing their own identification. 

Candidates are responsible for ensuring that they meet all the qualifications and have 

followed the procedures with respect to the filing of nomination papers and required 

documentation.    

Exception for Additional Nominations 

If the number of nominations filed for an office and certified is less than the number of 

persons to be elected to the office, additional nominations may be filed between 9 a.m. 

and 2 p.m. on the Wednesday following Nomination Day (Wednesday, August 26, 

2026). 

Refund of Deposit 

A candidate is entitled to receive a refund of the nomination filing fee if he or she files 

their financial statements with the Clerk by the filing date.  For the 2026 municipal 

election, the filing date is before 2:00 p.m. on Wednesday, March 30, 2027. 

Certification of Nomination by Clerk  

The Clerk shall examine each nomination that has been filed before 4 p.m. on Monday, 

August 24, 2026.  Any additional nominations filed under the Municipal Elections Act, 

1996 section 33. (5) shall be examined before 4 p.m. on the Thursday following 

Nomination Day (Thursday, August 27, 2026). 

If the Clerk rejects a nomination, he or she will provide notice as soon as possible to the 

individual seeking nomination and to all candidates.  The Clerks’ decision to certify or 

reject a nomination is final. 
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Withdrawal of Nominations 

A person may withdraw his or her nomination by filing a written withdrawal at/with the 

Clerks’ Department before 2:00 p.m. on Friday, August 21, 2026. 

Acclamations 

If, at 4:00 p.m. on August 21, 2026 the number of certified candidates for an office is the 

same as or less than the number to be elected, the Clerk shall immediately declare the 

candidate or candidates elected by acclamation. 

CAMPAIGN INFORMATION 

Candidates are advised to review the Province of Ontario’s 2026 Candidates Guide for 

Information on Campaign Contributions and Fund Raising and on Campaign Expenses.  

The provincial guide is available online, on the Municipal Website and from the 

Municipal Office. 

Election Contributions and Expenses  

The Municipal Elections Act, 1996, imposes limitations on the expenses for candidates 

in municipal elections and also imposes requirements on the candidate to report the 

contributions received and the funds expended.   

Campaign Expense Limits 

There are limits on the amount that a registered candidate may spend on a campaign.  

The campaign period begins the day the candidate files a Nomination Form and ends 

on December 31, 2026.  The limit of campaign expenses is based on a formula related 

to the number of electors entitled to vote for the office. 

Once an individual files their Nomination Form, they will be given a Preliminary 

Certificate of Maximum Campaign Expenses based on the voters list from the 2026 

Election.  Each candidate will be provided with a final certificate on or before September 

30, 2026 which is calculated using the greater number of electors on the Voters’ List as 

of the 2022 Municipal Election or by September 21, 2026, whichever provides the 

highest maximum limit. 

FILING FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

All nominated candidates, including those not elected, those who withdrew their 

nomination and whose nomination was rejected by the Clerk, must disclose and report 

on or before March 30, 2027 at 2:00 p.m. their contributions and expenses as of 

December 31, 2026 in accordance with the following: 

• All candidates are required to file a detailed financial statement on the 

prescribed form – Form 4. 
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• Candidates must have their financial statement audited and submit the 

auditor’s report to the Clerk along with their financial statement if expenses 

are over $10,000. 

A candidate must file a separate financial statement for each office he or she was 

nominated for during the election period unless all offices are all on the same Council 

and are elected by a general vote of all electors of a municipality.   

The financial statement must be filed by 2:00 p.m. on March 30, 2027.  Candidates’ 

financial statements are filed with the Clerk and are public documents which are to be 

available at no charge for viewing by the public on the Municipality’s website.  The Clerk 

will advise at least 30 days prior to the March 30, 2027 filing deadline of all the filing 

requirements of the Act.  The Clerk is not required to give additional notice for each 

supplementary filing date. 

It is the responsibility of the candidate to file a complete and accurate financial 

statement by the filing deadline. 

Please refer to the Provincial Municipal Elections guide or the Municipal Elections Act, 

1996 for detailed information with respect to: 

• Extending a campaign in order to eliminate a deficit; 

• Supplementary financial statement information; 

• Surplus and deficit information; and 

• Enforcement and penalties. 

CANDIDATES' AGENTS (SCRUTINEERS) 

Each candidate may appoint any number of persons as are necessary to act as a 

scrutineer and to represent them at the voting place and to be present during the 

counting of the votes.  

Scrutineers must be appointed in writing and upon request shall show proof of their 

appointment to an election official. 

Only one (1) scrutineer may be in the voting place for each candidate for each ballot 

box.  If a candidate enters the voting place, they are considered to be a scrutineer. 

Candidates and scrutineers have the following rights:  

• To be present when ballot boxes and materials related to the advance voting 

and the ballot boxes and statement of the results are being delivered to the 

Clerk.  

• To enter the voting place 15 minutes before it opens and to inspect the ballot 

boxes and the ballots, and all other election documents but not so as to delay 

the opening of the voting place. 
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• To place their own seal on the ballot box before the opening of the voting 

place. 

• To place his or her own seal on the ballot box after the close of voting on an 

advance vote so ballots cannot be withdrawn or deposited without breaking 

the seal. 

• To sign the statement of the results of an election. 

• To place his or her own seal on the ballot box after the counting of the votes 

so that ballots cannot be taken out or deposited. 

Candidates appointing scrutineers, please note the following: 

• The appointment must be made in writing. 

• Limit of one (1) scrutineer per ballot box. 

• Scrutineers must take an oath of secrecy. 

• Scrutineers may not interfere with the activity of the vote or the counting of 

the ballots (may look but cannot touch). 

• Candidates are entitled to be represented at the voting places either 

personally or by scrutineer.  It should be noted that acclaimed candidates are 

not entitled to be at a voting place unless appointed as a scrutineer by 

another candidate. 

• Campaigning is not permitted within the voting location. 

Scrutineers and candidates are prohibited from the following: 

• Engaging electors in conversation while in a voting place. 

• Attempting directly, or indirectly, to interfere with how an elector votes. 

• Attempting to campaign or persuade an elector to vote for a particular 

candidate. 

• Displaying a candidate’s election campaign material in a voting place. 

• Compromising the secrecy of the voting. 

• Interfering or attempting to interfere with an elector who is marking a ballot. 

• Obtaining, or attempting to obtain, in a voting place, any information about 

how an elector intends to vote or has voted. 

• Communicating any information obtained at a voting place about how an 

elector intends to vote or voted. 

ELECTIONS RESOURCES 

Elections Signs 

The Municipality regulates the placement of election signs through the Municipal Sign 

By-law (By-law No. 2025-2047).  A copy of the By-law can be found on the Municipal 

Website or a copy can be obtained from the Municipal Office. 
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Use Of Corporate Resources During Campaign Period 

The Municipality regulates the use of Corporate Resources through Policy 010 - Use of 

Corporate Resources for Election Purposes.  A copy of the Policy can be found on the 

Municipal Website or a copy can be obtained from the Municipal Office. 

CANVASSING FOR VOTES 

Prohibition of Canvassing in Voting Places 

The Clerk, as Returning Officer, is the lessee of the premises used as voting places.  As 

the lessee of such premises, the Clerk does not permit campaigning of any nature in or 

on the premises used as a voting place on Voting Day or at Advance Voting. The 

premise is deemed to include the entire building and the property on which it is located. 

Section 48 of the Act provides as follows: 

“While an elector is in a voting place, no person shall attempt, directly or indirectly, 

to influence how the voter votes.  No person shall display a candidates’ election 

campaign material or literature in a voting place.  For the purpose of this section, 

“Voting Place”  includes any place in the immediate vicinity of the voting place 

designated by the Clerk.”  

Election Officials are instructed to remove forthwith from any voting place any material 

or literature of any nature, which may be deposited therein. Candidates or their agents 

and scrutineers must not engage electors in conversations at voting places and they 

may not wear campaign buttons or distribute material or any kind in and around a voting 

place. We ask for your cooperation in this regard. 

 In view of the substantial number of school buildings used for voting purposes the 

attention of candidates is also drawn to the policies of the school boards and provisions 

of the Education Act which provide as follows: 

• No agent or representative may canvass in the schools, nor exhibit 

advertising material in the schools or on the school property, without the 

approval in writing of the Director of Education. 

• All visitors to schools must report to the office. 

• It is the duty of a principal of a school, in addition to his duties as a teacher, to 

maintain a visitors' book in the school when so determined by the Board. 

Thus, it should be noted from the foregoing that in connection with municipal elections, 

only persons attending a school building for the purpose of casting their ballot, duly 

qualified election officials, candidates or their authorized agents in, or going to or from 

the voting place, may be present on school premises. 
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Access to Apartment Buildings, Condominiums, etc. by Candidates (or their authorized 

representatives) 

Campaign provisions have been clarified through recent amendments to the Act to allow 

candidates to campaign in apartment buildings, condominiums, non-profit housing co-

ops or gated communities from 9:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m.  Landlords and condominium 

corporations may not prohibit tenants or owners from displaying campaign signs in their 

windows. 

When the building is being used as a voting location, canvassing in the building during 

voting hours is not permitted. 

GENERAL VOTER INFORMATION 

Voter Information 

A person is qualified to be a voter in Callander if on Voting Day, he or she: 

• Resides in Callander or is the owner or tenant of land in Callander, or the 

spouse of such owner or tenant; 

• Is a Canadian citizen; 

• Is at least 18 years old; and 

• Is not prohibited from voting as outlined in the Municipal Elections Act, 1996 

or any other law. 

Persons Prohibited from Voting 

The following persons are prohibited from voting: 

• A person who is serving a sentence of imprisonment in a penal or correctional 

institution; 

• A corporation; 

• A person acting as executor or trustee in any other representative capacity, 

except as a voting proxy; 

• A person who was convicted of a corrupt practice as described in subsection 

90(3) of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996 if Voting Day in the current election 

is less than five (5) years after Voting Day in the election in respect of which 

he or she was convicted. 

Definition of Residence 

For the purposes of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996 a persons’ residence is the 

permanent lodging place to which, whenever absent, he or she intends to return.  These 

provisions exist to allow for the homeless to be enumerated and vote.  The following 

rules apply in determining a person’s residence: 

• A person may only have one (1) residence at a time; 
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• The place where a persons’ family resides is also his or her residence, unless 

he or she moves elsewhere with the intention of changing his or her 

permanent lodging place; and 

• If a person has no other permanent lodging place, the place where he or she 

occupies a room or part of a room as a regular lodger or to which he or she 

habitually returns is his or her residence.  In determining the eligibility of 

electors, one must examine the meaning of residence. Provisions exist to 

allow for the homeless to be included on the voters’ list and vote. 

Enumeration 

The Preliminary List of Electors for the Municipality of Callander is prepared by 

Elections Ontario using information from the provincial Permanent Register of Electors.  

It contains the names and addresses of persons who are eligible to vote.  School 

support information is maintained separately (through MPAC) and is included for 

election purposes.  

The information contained in the Voters’ List is to be used for election purposes only.  

The use and sale of the Voters’ List for commercial purposes in prohibited. 

Candidates are entitled to receive a copy of the list for their use and may request either 

an electronic or paper copy of the list by completing Form EL 14- Candidates 

Declaration – Proper Use of Voters’ List.  There is no charge for the paper or the 

electronic copy. 

Revisions of the Voters’ List 

The Voters’ List will be available by September 1, 2026. Applications for amendments to 

the Voters' List will be accepted by the Clerk commencing on September 1, 2026 and 

ending at 8:00 p.m. on Voting Day (October 26, 2026). Copies of the Voters’ List may be 

viewed at the locations, dates and times listed below: 

Office of the Clerk 
280 Main Street North Callander 
Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., except holidays. 
 
Vote by Mail Packages sent out September 24-29, 2026 to be returned by October 26, 
2026 

Voting Day 

Voting Day is Monday, October 26, 2026 with general voting places open from 10:00 

a.m. to 8:00 p.m. with the counting of votes to take place after the closing of the vote.  

Form of Ballot 

The Municipality uses a fully composite ballot. Each elector receives one ballot, which 

contains all ballots for every office for which they are entitled to vote. There will be of 

course different ballots for public school electors, separate school electors, French 
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language public school electors, French language separate school electors and non-

resident owners or tenants of industrial or commercial property (who are not entitled to 

vote for school board trustees) so that no elector will receive a ballot for offices for 

which they are not entitled to vote.  

Electors’ Absence from Work 

An elector is entitled to have three (3) consecutive hours to vote on Voting Day 

(Monday, October 26, 2026). If an elector's normal hours of employment are such that 

they would not have three consecutive hours to attend the voting station, the employer 

must allow them to be absent and the absence shall be timed to suit the employer's 

convenience as much as possible. The employer shall not make a deduction from the 

employee's pay or impose any other penalty for the absence from work. 



 
POLICY 

 

NAME OF POLICY: USE OF COPRORATE RESOURCES FOR 
ELECTION PURPOSES  

POLICY NUMBER: 010 
BY-LAW / RESOLUTION NUMBER: 2026-2075 
APPROVAL DATE: APRIL 28, 2026 
ADMINISTRATIVE RESPONSIBILITY: MUNICIPAL CLERK 
NEXT REVIEW DATE: APRIL 2030 

 

Policy Statement 

All provisions contained within this policy shall serve to ensure the protection of freedom 
of expression while maintaining that: 

• Corporate resources shall not be used during an election period to promote or 
provide an unfair advantage to any candidate, political party, constituency 
association, or registered third party; 

• Members of Council shall not be precluded from performing their duties as an 
elected Official, nor inhibited from representing the interests of their constituents; 
and, 

• Information and communication related to an election shall continue to be open 
and accessible to the public with content to be produced and approved by the 
Clerk’s Office. 

This policy further recognizes the Municipality’s obligation under section 88.18 of the 
Municipal Elections Act, 1996 to establish rules governing the use of municipal 
resources during an election. 

Purpose 

The purpose of this policy is to create guidelines for all candidates running for elected 
office and registered third parties during an election period. These guidelines are 
intended to: 

• promote compliance with applicable legislation regarding election contributions; 

• promote fair and consistent treatment of candidates and registered third parties 
within the Municipality of Callander; and 

• establish parameters for the use of corporate resources for election-related 
purposes. 



This policy also establishes an enhanced restriction period, in addition to the statutory 
Election Period, to further protect public confidence and municipal neutrality. 

Definitions  

“Candidate” means a person who has filed and not withdrawn a nomination for 
elected office in a municipal, school board, provincial, or federal election. 

“Campaign / Campaigning” means any activity conducted to solicit electoral 
support, including the display or distribution of Campaign Materials. 

“Campaign Materials” means any materials used to promote or oppose a 
Candidate or ballot question, including print, digital, signage, or social media 
content. 

“Corporate Resource” means any municipally owned, leased, or controlled 
asset, including staff time, facilities, vehicles, equipment, technology, branding, 
photographs, social media accounts, and working hours. 

“Election” means municipal, school board, provincial, or federal election, 
including by-elections. 

“Election Period” means the campaign period as defined under the Municipal 
Elections Act, 1996 or applicable federal or provincial legislation. 

“Enhanced Restrictions Period” means in a regular municipal election year, 
the period beginning May 1 and ending on Voting Day. 

“Municipal Employee” means any individual employed by or receiving 
compensation from the Municipality of Callander, including part-time, contract, 
and seasonal staff. 

“Municipal Facility/Building” means any building or facility owned or operated by the 
Municipality of Callander or local board. 

“Municipality” means The Corporation of the Municipality of Callander and includes its 
agencies, local boards and commissions. 

“Municipal Office” means the Municipality of Callander administration building located 
at 280 Main Street North, Callander, Ontario. 

“Registered Third Party” means a Registered Third Party as defined under the 
Municipal Elections Act, 1996, the Election Finances Act, or the Canada 
Elections Act. 

Legislative & Administrative Authorities 

• Municipal Elections Act, 1996, S.O. 1996, c.32 
• Municipal Act, 2001 



• Election Finances Act (Ontario) 
• Canada Elections Act 
• Municipality of Callander Code of Conduct for Members of Council 
• Municipality of Callander Policy 019 - Human Resources  

Policy Requirements 

1. General Provisions 

Corporate Resources shall not be used for campaigning or election-related purposes. 
This Policy applies to all Candidates, Members of Council (including those not seeking 
re-election or acclaimed), Municipal Employees, and Registered Third Parties. 

2. Technology & Digital Resources 

Municipal information technology systems and resources are provided to Members of 
Council to support the fulfillment of their official duties and responsibilities. These 
resources shall not be used for campaigning or for the creation, distribution, or 
promotion of Campaign Materials. 

Without limiting the generality of the foregoing: 

a)  Members of Council shall not use municipally provided email accounts, devices, 
systems, networks, or digital platforms for campaign-related communications or 
activities; 

b)  Mayor and Councillor contact information shall remain available on the Municipality’s 
website during the Election Period to ensure continued constituent access; however, 
municipal email addresses shall not be used for campaigning or election-related 
purposes; 

c)  Municipally funded websites, web pages, and domain names shall not be used to 
promote or oppose any Candidate, Registered Third Party, political party, or 
campaign, and shall not be presented in a manner that could reasonably be 
perceived as an endorsement; 

d)  Candidates and Registered Third Parties may reference the Municipality’s official 
election webpages, the Clerk’s contact information, or other Clerk-approved election 
information in campaign materials for the purpose of directing electors to neutral and 
accurate election information; and 

e)  Information authorized for release by Candidates through the nomination process, 
including information provided on the Freedom of Information Release form, may be 
published on the Municipality’s election webpages in accordance with applicable 
legislation and procedures. 

 



3. Communications 

Municipal communication resources shall be used in a neutral and non-partisan manner 
at all times and shall not be used to support, oppose, or be perceived to support or 
oppose any Candidate, Registered Third Party, political party, or campaign. 

Without limiting the generality of the foregoing: 

a)  No communications materials funded, produced, or distributed by the Municipality, 
including but not limited to newsletters, advertising, notices, or promotional content, 
shall contain campaign-related content or messaging; 

b)  Photographs, video, or other visual materials produced by or on behalf of the 
Municipality shall not be used by any Candidate or Registered Third Party for 
campaign or election-related purposes; 

c)  The Municipality of Callander’s corporate logo, including any component thereof 
(including the leaf graphic), shall not be used in any form by any Candidate or 
Registered Third Party for campaign-related purposes; 

d)  Municipal branding and corporate identity assets, including images of municipal 
facilities, properties, or other identifiable municipal assets, shall not be used in 
campaign materials, websites, or social media platforms where such use could 
reasonably be perceived as an endorsement or affiliation with the Municipality; and 

e)  The Clerk may develop and distribute election information for the purpose of 
educating electors. Candidates and Registered Third Parties may promote and 
distribute such Clerk-issued election information, provided it is not altered and is 
presented in its original form. 

4. Photography, Video & Branding 

Municipal logos, photographs, and branding shall not be used in campaign materials. 
New promotional imagery featuring Members of Council shall not be created during the 
Election Period unless required for official municipal purposes and approved by the 
Clerk. 

5. Facilities & Properties 

Municipal facilities shall not be used for campaign purposes except where rented in 
accordance with municipal rental policies and equally available to all candidates.  

If Candidates or Registered Third Parties rent a Municipal Facility / Building for 
campaigning purposes, the distribution or display of campaign materials is only 
permitted during the rental period and only with the rented area.  

 

 



6. Corporate Resources  

a) Municipal Employees shall not use Corporate Resources for campaign purposes 
and shall not imply municipal endorsement when engaging in political activity on 
personal time. 

b) Members of Council shall not use the services of the Municipality’s Integrity 
Commissioner during the Election Period for the purposes of seeking advice related 
to their Campaign. 

c) Members of Council are holders of their office until the end of the Council term. 
Nothing in this Policy shall prohibit a Member of Council from performing their job as 
Mayor or as a Councillor, nor inhibit them from representing the interests of the 
constituents who elected them. This policy is subject to the exception of Members’ 
actions associated with fulfilling their normal and ongoing policy making, oversight, 
and representative roles as Members of Council, such as participating in council 
business, and attending annual or regular scheduled events, up until the official end 
of the term they are serving. 

7. Interpretation & Compliance 

The Municipal Clerk is authorized to interpret this Policy, provide binding direction, and 
review alleged breaches in consultation with legal counsel as appropriate. 

Responsibilities 

• Council, Candidates, and Registered Third Parties are responsible for complying 
with this Policy. 

• Municipal Employees are responsible for adhering to this Policy and related 
Human Resources and Code of Conduct requirements. 

• The Clerk is responsible for administering, interpreting, and enforcing this Policy, 
and may issue procedures or guidance to support its application. 

 

 

 



For more details, please read By-law No. 2025-2047 

Excerpt from Municipality of Callander Sign By-law 2025-2047 
 
ELECTION SIGN 

a)  No sign may be posted more than six weeks before election day, 

b)  No sign shall be placed on any property used as a voting place during the hours the poll is 

open, 

c)  Signs are not permitted on municipal property, on property under the jurisdiction of the 

municipality, or on any tree, post, pole, or fence on such property, 

d)  Despite clause (c), signs may be place on municipal road allowances, provided they are not 

adjacent to any municipal building, park, or facility, and do not obstruct the view of 

oncoming traffic at access points to public roads, obstruct the visibility of official signs or 

signals, or create any hazard to traffic or pedestrians, and 

e)  All signs must be removed within 48 hours after election day. 



 

Form EL37 

 
CERTIFICATE OF MAXIMUM AMOUNTS RE CAMPAIGNS - Preliminary 

Municipal Elections Act, 1996  

 
TO: 
 

________________________________________________       /      _____Councillor____ 

        (Name of Candidate)                                                               (Office) 
 
 

__________________________________________ _____________________________ 

         (Address)                                                                                 (Postal Code) 
 
 

FROM: 

The Clerk, or designated election official, of   
 

Municipality of Callander 
 

 
 

As per the cited sections of the Municipal Elections Act, I hereby certify that the 
following are the final calculated amounts with respect to the 2026 municipal 
election:  
 
88.9.1 (4) The maximum contributions to a candidate’s own election campaign 
for the office of Councillor in the Municipal Election to be held on October 26, 
2026, is $5,642.00. 
 
88.20 (6)   The maximum campaign expenses that a candidate is permitted to 
incur for the office of Councillor in the Municipal Election to be held on October 
26, 2026, is $7,568.00. 
 
88.20 (9) The maximum amount that a candidate for the office of Councillor is 
permitted to incur for parties, etc., after voting day is $756.80. 
 
 
 

 
__________________________________________  ____________________ 
Municipal Clerk or designate     Date    
  
 



 

Form EL37 

 
CERTIFICATE OF MAXIMUM AMOUNTS RE CAMPAIGNS - Preliminary 

Municipal Elections Act, 1996  

 
TO: 

 
____________________________________________      /      _____Mayor___ 
        (Name of Candidate)                                                                     (Office) 
 
__________________________________________ _____________________________ 

         (Address)                                                                                 (Postal Code) 

 
FROM: 

The Clerk, or designated election official, of the  
 
                                           Municipality of Callander                                                                       
 

 
As per the cited sections of the Municipal Elections Act, I hereby certify that the 
following are the calculated amounts as of the date of filing a nomination with 
respect to the 2026 Municipal Election:  
 
Per Section 88.9.1 (4) The maximum contributions to a candidate’s own election 
campaign for the office of Mayor in the Municipal Election to be held on October 
26, 2026, is $8,142.00. 
 
Per Section 88.20 (6)   The maximum campaign expenses that a candidate is 
permitted to incur for the office of Mayor in the Municipal Election to be held on 
October 26, 2026, is $10,068.00. 
 
Per Section 88.20 (9) The maximum amount that a candidate is permitted to 
incur for parties, etc., after voting day is $1,006.80. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
__________________________________________  ____________________ 
Municipal Clerk or designate     Date    
  
 
 



 

Form EL37 

 
CERTIFICATE OF MAXIMUM AMOUNTS RE CAMPAIGNS - Preliminary 

Municipal Elections Act, 1996  

 
TO: 

 
_______________________________________________________________      
        (Name of Third Party Advertiser)                                                
 
 
_________________________________________ _____________________________ 

         (Address)                                                                                 (Postal Code)                                  

 
FROM: 

The Clerk, or designated election official, of the  
 
                                           Municipality of Callander                                                                       
 

 
As per the cited sections of the Municipal Elections Act, I hereby certify that the 
following are the calculated amounts as of the date of filing a registration with 
respect to the 2026 municipal election:  
 
Per Section 88.21 (6) The maximum expenses of a registered third party in 
relation to third party advertisements that appear during an election in a 
municipality for the Municipal Election to be held on October 26, 2026, is 
$5,160.50. 
 
Per Section 88.21 (9) The maximum amount that a third party advertiser is 
permitted to incur for parties, etc., after voting day is $516.05. 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________  ____________________ 
Municipal Clerk or designate     Date    
  
 
 



 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION (FOI) RELEASE 
Municipal Elections Act, 1996 

 
 
 
Name of Candidate: _____________________________________________ 
 
Candidate for the Office of: 
 

Mayor 
 

Councillor  
 

 
In accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection to 
Privacy Act, as amended, I hereby authorize election staff to include on the 
Municipality of Callander’s website and make available to any person with 
respect to my candidacy for elected office (complete only those you want 
made available to the public): 
 
Address: 
 

  
 

 
Telephone Number(s):  (Indicate if home, business or campaign office) 
 

 
 

 
Email address: 
 

 
Website address:   
 

 
 
_____________________________ __________________ 
Signature of Nominated Candidate          Date 
 
Personal information on this form is collected under the authority of the Municipal 
Elections Act, 1996, and will be used for authorizing candidate’s information to be 
placed on the Municipality of Callander’s website or made available to any 
person for the municipal or school board election.  Questions about this collection 
of personal information should be directed to the Municipal Clerk, 280 Main 
Street North, Callander, Ontario P0H 1H0 (705) 752-1410. 



 

Form EL14 

 

CANDIDATE'S DECLARATION- PROPER USE OF VOTERS' LIST 

Municipal Elections Act, 1996 (s.23(4); 88(10)) 

 
 
I,  __________________________________, being a candidate for the office of 
 
____________________________________, hereby request the Clerk to 
provide me with the following information when it becomes available: 
 
 

a paper copy of the Voters’ List. This includes a copy of all 
revisions made to the Voters’ List on or before August 14, 2026, 
which will be provided on or before Monday, September 1, 2026. 

OR 

an electronic copy of the Voters’ List. This includes a copy of all 
revisions made to the Voters’ List on or before August 14, 2026, 
which will be provided on or before Monday, September 1, 2026. 
 

I, the undersigned, do hereby agree to use the Voters’ List for election 
purposes only and I understand that I am prohibited by the Municipal 
Elections Act, 1996 from using the Voters’ List for any purposes other than 
election purposes.  
 
I also confirm that I shall not make additional copies and shall destroy the 
copy provided or return it to the Municipal Clerk or designate as soon as 
possible after Voting Day.   

 
 
__________________________________  ____________________ 
Signature:       Date 
 
 
Name:  __________________________________  
                  (please print) 
 
 

 

 



 

Form EL19 

 

WITHDRAWAL OF NOMINATION 

Municipal Elections Act, 1996 (s.36) 

 
 
 
I, ________________________________, hereby withdraw my name as a candidate  
                   (Name of  Candidate) 
 
 
for the office of_____________________________________.  
                                       (Name of Elected Office) 
 
 
I acknowledge that I am still required to file financial statements for the campaign 
period from the date of filing my Nomination Form 1 until the date that this notice 
of withdrawal is filed with the Municipal Clerk or designate.   
 
 
 
 
_______________________   _________________________ 
        Signature of Candidate         Date 
 
 
 
 

 
THIS WITHDRAWAL DELIVERED TO ME AT ________________________ 
                                                                                              (time)            
 
THIS____________ DAY OF  _____________________________, 2026. 
 
 
                                                          
_________________________________________ 
   Municipal Clerk or designate 
 

 



 

Form EL12(A) 
 

 

 

 

APPOINTMENT OF SCRUTINEER BY CANDIDATE 

Municipal Elections Act, 1996 

 
 

 
 
TAKE NOTICE THAT I, _____________________________________, a candidate 
     (Name of Candidate),  
 
for the office of ________________________________, hereby appoint 
     (office to which election is being sought)  

______________________________ as a scrutineer to attend at the: 

 

Vote by mail processing sessions 

 Voting Place(s) on Voting Day Monday, October 26, 2026 

 

in the Municipality of Callander and to represent me in such Voting Place(s) and at the 

counting of votes under The Municipal Elections Act, 1996. 

 

 

                            

_____________________________                           ______________________ 
Signature of Candidate     Date 
 

 





























NOTICE TO CANDIDATES OF PENALTIES UNDER 

SUBSECTIONS 88.23(2) AND 92(1) OF THE MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS ACT 

Take notice of the penalties set out in the above noted subsections of the 

Municipal Elections Act. The respective sections are included below, 

highlighted in yellow and bold type.  Other relevant sections are also 

included for your reference.   

88.23 (1) A candidate is subject to the penalties listed in subsection (2), in addition to any 

other penalty that may be imposed under this Act, 

(a)  if the candidate fails to file a document as required under section 88.25 or 88.32 by the 

relevant date; 

(b)  if a document filed under section 88.25 shows on its face a surplus, as described in 

section 88.31, and the candidate fails to pay the amount required by subsection 88.31 (4) to 

the clerk by the relevant date; 

(c)  if a document filed under section 88.25 shows on its face that the candidate has incurred 

expenses exceeding what is permitted under section 88.20; or 

(d)  if a document filed under section 88.32 shows on its face a surplus and the candidate 

fails to pay the amount required by that section by the relevant date. 2016, c. 15, s. 60. 

Penalties 

(2) Subject to subsection (7), in the case of a default described in subsection (1), 

(a) the candidate forfeits any office to which he or she was elected and the office is 

deemed to be vacant; and 

(b) until the next regular election has taken place, the candidate is ineligible to be 

elected or appointed to any office to which this Act applies. 2016, c. 15, s. 60. 

Notice of default 

(3) In the case of a default described in subsection (1), the clerk shall, 

(a)  notify the candidate in writing that the default has occurred; 

(b)  if the candidate was elected, notify the council or board to which he or she was elected in 

writing that the default has occurred; and 

(c)  make available to the public the name of the candidate and a description of the nature of 

the default. 2016, c. 15, s. 60. 

  



Clerk’s report re filing requirements 

(4) The clerk shall make available to the public a report setting out all candidates in an 

election and indicating whether each candidate complied with section 88.25. 2016, c. 15, s. 

60. 

Same 

(5) The report mentioned in subsection (4) shall be made available on a website or in another 

electronic format as soon as possible after, 

(a)  April 30 in the year following a regular election; and 

(b)  90 days after voting day in a by-election. 2016, c. 15, s. 60. 

Application to court 

(6) The candidate may, before the last day for filing a document under section 88.25 or 88.32, 

apply to the Superior Court of Justice to extend the time for filing the document under that 

section and, if the court is satisfied there are mitigating circumstances justifying a later date 

for filing the document, the court may grant an extension for the minimum period of time 

necessary to enable the candidate to file the document but the court shall not grant an 

extension of more than 90 days. 2016, c. 15, s. 60. 

Notice to clerk 

(7) If a candidate makes an application under subsection (6), the candidate shall notify the 

clerk in writing before 2 p.m. on the last day for filing a document under section 88.25 or 

88.32 that the application has been made. 2016, c. 15, s. 60. 

Effect of extension 

(8) If the court grants an extension under subsection (6), the penalties set out in subsection 

(2) apply only if the candidate has not filed the document before the end of the 

extension. 2016, c. 15, s. 60. 

Cessation of penalty 

(9) The penalties set out in subsection (2) for a default described in clause (1) (a) do not take 

effect if, no later than 2 p.m. on the day that is 30 days after the applicable day for filing the 

document, the candidate files the relevant document as required under section 88.25 or 

88.32 and pays the clerk a late filing fee of $500. 2016, c. 15, s. 60. 

Late filing fee 

(10) The late filing fee is the property of the municipality. 2016, c. 15, s. 60. 

  



 

OFFENCES RE CAMPAIGN FINANCES 

OFFENCES BY CANDIDATE 

92 (1) A candidate is guilty of an offence and, on conviction, in addition to any other 

penalty that may be imposed under this Act, is subject to the penalties described in 

subsection 88.23 (2), 

(a)  if the candidate incurs expenses that exceed the amount determined for the office 

under section 88.20; or 

(b)  if the candidate files a document under section 88.25 or 88.32 that is incorrect or 

otherwise does not comply with that section. 2016, c. 15, s. 68 (1). 

Exception, action in good faith 

(2) However, if the presiding judge finds that the candidate, acting in good faith, committed 

the offence inadvertently or because of an error in judgment, the penalties described in 

subsection 88.23 (2) do not apply. 2016, c. 15, s. 68 (1). 

Additional penalty, candidates 

(3) If the expenses incurred by or under the direction of a candidate exceed the amount 

determined for the office under section 88.20, the candidate is liable to a fine equal to the 

excess, in addition to any other penalty provided for in the Act. 2016, c. 15, s. 68 (1). 

 



 

Form EL42 

 
NOTICE TO CANDIDATE OF FILING REQUIREMENTS 

Municipal Elections Act, 1996 (s. 88.25) 

 
TO: 

 
____________________________________________      /      _____Councillor___________ 
          (Name of Candidate)                                                                           (Office) 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
           (Address)                                                                                            (Postal Code) 

 

FROM: 
 
The Clerk or designated election official of   
 

                                                 Municipality of Callander 

 
TAKE NOTICE EVERY CANDIDATE SHALL FILE by March 30, 2027, with the Clerk with whom 
their nomination was filed a financial statement and auditor's report in accordance with s.88.25 of 
the Municipal Elections Act, 1996. 
 

78(1) On or before 2:00 p.m. on the filing date, a candidate shall file with the Clerk with whom 
the nomination was filed a financial statement and auditor’s report, each in the prescribed 
form, reflecting the candidate’s election campaign finances: 
(a) in the case of a regular election, as of December 31 in the year of the election; 
(b) in the case of a by-election, as of the 45th day after Voting Day. 

   (2) If a candidates election period ends as described in paragraph 3 of subsection 88.24(1) 
the financial statement and auditors report must reflect the candidate’s election campaign 
finances as of the day of the election campaign period ended. 

   (3) If an error is identified in a filed financial statement, the candidate may withdraw the 
statement, and at the same time, file a corrected financial statement and auditors report 
on or before the applicable filing date under section 88.30. 

   (4) If the candidate’s election campaign period continues during all or part of the 
supplementary reporting period, the candidate shall, before 2:00 p.m. on the 
supplementary filing date, file a supplementary financial statement and auditors report for 
the supplementary reporting period. 

   (5) If a candidates election campaign period ends as described in paragraph 3 of subsection 
88.24 (1) and the election campaign period continued during all or part of the 
supplementary reporting period, the candidate shall, before 2:00 p.m. on the 
supplementary filing date, file a supplementary financial statement and auditors report for 
the period commencing of the day the candidate’s election campaign period ends and 
including the six-month period of the year following the election. 

   (6) A supplementary financial statement or auditor’s statement 

   (7) No auditor’s report is required if the total contributions received, and total expenses 
incurred in the election campaign up to the end of the relevant period are each equal to 
or less than $10,000. 

 
_____________________   ___________________________________ 
 Date      Municipal Clerk or designate 
 

 



 

Form EL42 

 
NOTICE TO CANDIDATE OF FILING REQUIREMENTS 

Municipal Elections Act, 1996 (s. 88.25) 

 
TO: 

 
____________________________________________      /      _____Mayor___________ 
          (Name of Candidate)                                                                           (Office) 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
           (Address)                                                                                            (Postal Code) 

 

FROM: 
 
The Clerk or designated election official of   
 

                                                 Municipality of Callander 

 
TAKE NOTICE EVERY CANDIDATE SHALL FILE by March 30, 2027, with the Clerk with whom 
their nomination was filed a financial statement and auditor's report in accordance with s.88.25 of 
the Municipal Elections Act, 1996. 
 

78(1) On or before 2:00 p.m. on the filing date, a candidate shall file with the Clerk with whom 
the nomination was filed a financial statement and auditor’s report, each in the prescribed 
form, reflecting the candidate’s election campaign finances: 
(a) in the case of a regular election, as of December 31 in the year of the election; 
(b) in the case of a by-election, as of the 45th day after Voting Day. 

   (2) If a candidates election period ends as described in paragraph 3 of subsection 88.24(1) 
the financial statement and auditors report must reflect the candidate’s election campaign 
finances as of the day of the election campaign period ended. 

   (3) If an error is identified in a filed financial statement, the candidate may withdraw the 
statement, and at the same time, file a corrected financial statement and auditors report 
on or before the applicable filing date under section 88.30. 

   (4) If the candidate’s election campaign period continues during all or part of the 
supplementary reporting period, the candidate shall, before 2:00 p.m. on the 
supplementary filing date, file a supplementary financial statement and auditors report for 
the supplementary reporting period. 

   (5) If a candidates election campaign period ends as described in paragraph 3 of subsection 
88.24 (1) and the election campaign period continued during all or part of the 
supplementary reporting period, the candidate shall, before 2:00 p.m. on the 
supplementary filing date, file a supplementary financial statement and auditors report for 
the period commencing of the day the candidate’s election campaign period ends and 
including the six-month period of the year following the election. 

   (6) A supplementary financial statement or auditor’s statement 

   (7) No auditor’s report is required if the total contributions received, and total expenses 
incurred in the election campaign up to the end of the relevant period are each equal to 
or less than $10,000. 

 
_____________________   ___________________________________ 
 Date      Municipal Clerk or designate 
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